206                                 LOTH AIR.

The Cardinal had been expected to-day, but he had tele-
graphed that his arrival must be postponed in consequence
of business until the morrow, which day had been pre-
viously fixed for the arrival of his fellow guardian and
trustee, the Earl of Culloden, and his daughters, the Ladies
Flora and Grizell Falkirk. Monsignorc Cfttesby had, how-
ever, arrived by this train, and the persons * whom they
did not know,' the Campians.

Lothair waited on Colonel Campian immediately and
welcomed him, but he did not see Theodora. Still he had
enquired after her, and left her a message, and hoped that
she would take some tea; and thus, as he flattered himself,
broken a little the strangeness of their meeting under his
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roof; but, notwithstanding all this, when she really entered
the drawing-room he was seized with such a palpitation of
the heart that for a moment he thought he should be un-
equal to the situation. But the serenity of Theodora re-
assured him. The Campians came in late, and all eyes
were upon them. Lothair presented Theodora to tho
Duchess, who being prepared for the occasion, said exactly
the right thing in the best manner, and invited Mrs. Cam-
pian to sit by her, and then Theodora being launched,
Lothair whispered something to the Duke, who nodded,
and the Colonel was introduced to his Grace. The Duke,
always polite but generally cold, was more than courteous;
he was cordial; he seemed to enjoy the opportunity of ex-
pressing his high consideration for a gentleman of tho
Southern States.

So the first step was over; Lothair recovered himself;
the palpitation subsided; and the world still went on.
The Campians had made a good start, and the favourable
impression hourly increased. At dinner Theodora sat be-
tween Lord St. Jerome and Bertram, and talked more to
the middle-aged peer than to tho distinguished youth, who
wonld willingly have engrossed her attention. All mothers